Concurrent Speakers

Poster Sessions will be held on Saturday,
April 20, 12:00-12:30 PM, in the Atrium

HUB.

Concurrent Speakers

Name: ALAamri, Siham

Title: The Implementation of Educaplay in Teaching Grammar

Schedule: | Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792 093
2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The lack of motivation among Omani EFL Foundation Students in
learning grammar have several negative impacts on their language
acquisition. The researcher aimed to introduce the use of Educaplay to
help in addressing this issue. This presentation offers training tips
about the use of Educaplay besides research methodology and
findings.

Bio: Siham is an English Language Lecturer at the University of Technology
and Applied Sciences in Oman (UTAS-Ibra) with twelve years of
experience in EFL teaching and in-service teachers' training. She has
Master's Degree in TESOL. She is a coordinator of Students
Departmental Society. She is a frequent presenter at conferences both
nationally and abroad. Her fields of interest are interactive teaching,
teacher professional development, educational technology, mobile
learning, language acquisition, and qualitative research.

Name: Abdelmonim, Muhammad

Title: Enhancing Speaking Assessment

Schedule: Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-121

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | Elevate oral communication evaluations with our "Enhancing Speaking

Assessment” workshop. Dive into proven methodologies, practical
exercises, and collaborative discussions to refine assessment
techniques. Equip participants with innovative tools to create a



dynamic and effective speaking assessment framework. Elevate
communication skills for enriched educational outcomes.

Bio: | am a passionate teacher, who started teaching in 2016. After
completing my CELTA course and teaching diploma, | had a new
passion, which is sharing what | learned with my fellow teachers. |
taught for a variety of grades from Elementary to High School.

Name: Abdullaeva, Mukhtasar

Title: Teaching grammar to ESL learners

Schedule: Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | The English language is one of the languages taught worldwide either
as a second or foreign language. All languages consist of phonology,
morphology, semantics and grammar. English Grammar is one of the
challenging aspects of the language and sometimes it can be boring.

Bio: Mukhtasar Abdullaeva - PhD in linguistics at National University of
Uzbekistan, CELTA certified teacher, the author of one manual and
more than 50 articles.

Name: Abdurazakova, Shohruza

Title: Teaching linguocultural competence in EFL classroom

Schedule: ' Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-113

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | This article focuses on enhancing communicative competence on the
basis of linguocultural competence in EFL classes. It addresses a
number of issues that arise when there is a cultural gap between L1
and target language. Besides, several methods will be proposed to
deal with those problems.

Bio: EFL/ESL teacher, PhD researcher of National University of Uzbekistan
named after Mirzo Ulugbek.

Name: Abdusattorova, Begoyim

Title: Study of Mood Verbalizers

Schedule: | Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-112

Type:

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)



Abstract:

Bio:

Mood verbalizers, encompassing a wide array of linguistic expressions
reflecting emotional states, play a pivotal role in communication,
enabling individuals to convey their feelings, attitudes, and
psychological states effectively. This study aims to provide a
comprehensive examination of mood verbalizers across languages,
shedding light on their semantic nuances, pragmatic functions,

Begoyim AbdusattorovaPhD researcher and teacher at Andijan State
Institute of Foreign Languages Eager to learn and explore new things
More constant in doing researchfocus-oriented

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Abouelasaad, Shaymaa, Shim, Ji Young, & McCarthy, Philip
Integrating Subtitles into Second Language Teaching

Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-111

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This presentation examines technology integration in language
teaching. The study explores the impact of subtitles on content
comprehension, L2 vocabulary acquisition, and L2 reading for native
Arabic-speaking ESL students in the UAE. The findings may influence
educational practices in the UAE regarding the use of subtitled
audiovisuals in ESL classrooms.

Shaymaa Hesham Abouelasaad is a graduate student in the MA
TESOL program at the American University of Sharjah (AUS) with
previous experience in online English Language teaching.

Dr. Ji Shim is an assistant professor of linguistics at the American
University of Sharjah. Her research interests include, but not limited to,
psycholinguistics, bilingualism, code-switching, and second/foreign
language acquisition.

Dr. McCarthy is an associate professor at the American University of
Sharjah. He has been a teacher for over 30 years. His areas of
research are applied NLP and foundational writing.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Abu Hassan, Jenifah

Social Media: the Future of Language Learning
Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-107
Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Social Media can no longer be ignored as just a distraction for the
youth. Their every waking moment seems to be consumed with online
news, gossip, and entertainment. Social Media should be used as an
effective teaching tool to enhance students’ language learning, critical
thinking, creativity, and communication skills.



Bio: Jenifah enjoys teaching. She looks forward daily to her students’ cries
over deadlines. She personally knows quite well that deadlines will
haunt them long after university life, if not forever.

Name: Adamyan, Sona

Title: Classroom Energizers and Games

Schedule: ' Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM, HUB-101

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | Games and energizers are effective tools for maintaining students’
interest and focus, enhancing their engagement, and fostering a
positive and fun atmosphere in the classroom. Through interactive
activities, the attendees will be equipped with a variety of EFL games
and energizers to be used in their classrooms.

Bio: Sona Adamyan is an EFL teacher holding an MA in TEFL and another
MA in Education. She is a teacher trainer, a social entrepreneur and
teaches EFL in her language center.

Name: Ahmed, Abdulwahab

Title: Gamification : Trends, Apps, and Al Integration

Schedule: | Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-117

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | Explore integrating gamification, trends, apps, and Al in language
teaching. Enhance engagement and outcomes by updating digital
toolkits with innovative strategies and technologies.

Bio: Abdulwahab Ahmed is the E-learning coordinator at Taibah University -
English Center. He is a Certified Microsoft Educator who enjoys
working with the latest trends in educational and instructional tools.

Name: Akram, Muhammad

Title: EFL Students’ Critical Thinking in Digital Era

Schedule: | Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM, HUB-115

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The integration of artificial intelligence in teaching is the fashion of the

day. There also arise questions on the academic integrity, credibility
and plagiarism. The study demonstrates that Al is productive for
evaluation of posits, apprehensions concerning its constraints, like



want of substantiation and trouble in distinct comprehension, emanated
too.

Bio: Dr. Muhammad Akram is working as Professor of English at Govt.
Graduate College Multan Road Burewala, Pakistan. His research
interests include applied linguistics, ELT and use of Al in language
teaching.

Name: Al Abdullah, Rowaidah

Title: Enhancing Teaching and Learning Through Moodle

Schedule: | Saturday, 3:30 PM - 4:00 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

Abstract: | This research evaluates the effectiveness of Moodle implementation at
Mazoon College, using a descriptive methodology and structured
guestionnaire. Results indicate high lecturer utilization, strong
agreement on Moodle's usefulness, effectiveness in teaching and
learning, and positive impact on learner performance, engagement,
and academic integrity. Recommendations include expanding Moodle
use in assessments

Bio: IT lecturer & E Learning Head

Name: Al Bulushi, Muna Yousuf

Title: Teacher preparation programs and EFL teachers’ competencies

Schedule: | Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM, HUB-101

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Teacher preparation programs are designed to equip EFL (English as
a Foreign Language) educators with the necessary competencies for
effective job performance. In this presentation, we will explore recent
perspectives of EFL teachers and college instructors on the
competencies where teachers feel well-prepared and those where
additional preparation is sought.

Bio: Muna Al Bulushi is currently a PhD candidate in English Language
Teaching at Sultan Qaboos University. She works in the Ministry of
Education in the Quality Department.

Name: Al Hammadi, Fatma, Sulaiman Hashim, Maha, & Al Bulushi, Salwa
Sulaiman

Title: Exploring gaming strategies for IELTS Reading Success



Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-114
Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

The session will explore game-based learning's impact on essential
skills development, particularly IELTS reading, benefiting both students
and instructors. Practical examples and diverse ideas for the language
classroom will be showcased, demonstrating how GBL enhances
learning outcomes and fosters engagement.

Fatma is an English lecturer at GUtech, Oman. She has been teaching
IELTS since 2015. She is an MA in TESOL from Sydney University.
Her interests are technology and language learning.

Maha is an English Language Lecturer with 18 years of teaching
experience at tertiary level in Oman. She currently teaches at GUtech.
She is a passionate teacher and a life-long learner.

Salwa Al Bulushi has been teaching at GUtech's foundation
department for four years now. She holds a Bachelor's degree from Al
Bayan College and Master's from Donguk University, South Korea.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Al Kalbani, Noura & Al Alwai, Fatma
Progress Testing: Guidelines for its Design
Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-111
Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Progress tests are a measure of students’ progress towards definite
goals. Yet many teachers have not received enough training in test
development. This presentation will suggest a framework for the design
of tests that fit with classroom activities and ensure that teachers
design tests that are practical, reliable, and valid.

Noura al Kalbani is head of the languages Assessment and Evaluation
department at the Ministry of Education. She is responsible of
languages assessment documents and central examination for schools
in Oman.

Fatma Al Alawi is a lecturer at the National University in Muscat. She is
teaching English foundation course and also member of the tasting
board at the university.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:

Al Mansoori, Khaleda

Enhancing Academic Recovery: Investigating Effective Educational
Strategies

Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-117

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)



Abstract:

This research investigates innovative strategies for academic recovery,
analyzing interventions like personalized learning plans and
mentorship programs. Through literature review and empirical data, it
emphasizes a multifaceted approach, tailored to individual needs, as
vital for student success. Implications for practice and future research
are also explored.

Bio: Dr. Al Mansoori, an Assistant Professor and Coordinator, specializes in
education and linguistics. With extensive experience since 1977, she's
a distinguished educator, researcher, and leader.

Name: Al Maskari, Ali

Title: English for the Workplace: An ESP Perspective

Schedule: ' Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-119

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This presentation introduces the approach adopted to establish a new
ESP course aimed at enhancing entry-level technicians' English
proficiency for better career integration in the oil and gas industry. The
developed course would aim at enhancing the students' industry-
specific language proficiency and employability skills.

Bio: Ali Al Maskari is a former Head of Academic Studies Section at
ADNOC Technical Institute. He worked as a teacher trainer and
supervisor of the English Language Program in the Model

Name: Al Mohamady, Mohamed

Title: Elevating Learner Engagement and Augmenting Linguistic Output

Schedule: ' Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-120

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This presentation explores dynamic methods to revitalize language
teaching. It delves into engaging practices such as digital tools,
interactive games, and innovative teaching approaches. Emphasizing
active participation, it promises strategies for enhancing student
motivation and language use, inviting educators to transform their
classrooms into hubs of authentic communication and learning.

Bio: He is a CELTA Tutor and Teacher Trainer. He is a DELTA and MA
TESOL holder, boasting 22 years of diverse international pedagogical
and training acumen across various educational echelons.

Name: Al Okla, Nour

Title: Utilizing Al Applications for Enhanced Language Education



Schedule:

Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM, HUB-118

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | The integration of Al in language education has sparked significant
interest and garnered attention worldwide. Al-driven educational
platforms such as Chat GPT and Mizou offer personalized and
adaptive learning experiences, catering to individual learner needs and
preferences. This presentation examines the transformative potential of
Al technologies in facilitating language education.

Bio: Nour Al Okla is an instructor at UAEU. She is a Blackboard-certified
specialist educator with extensive experience in English language
teaching. Her research interests include learner motivation and
educational technology.

Name: Al Zieni, Hussam

Title: ChatGPT in Education: Potential vs. Hesitancy

Schedule: ' Saturday, 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM, HUB-112

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | ChatGPT's integration into education transforms learning and teaching,
offering personalized tutoring, creative writing enhancement, and
multilingual support. Despite its potential, some educators remain
hesitant, concerned about its impact on traditional learning methods
and academic integrity.

Bio: Dr. Hussam Al Zieni, PhD, is currently an English Instructor at Higher
Colleges of Technology, Dubai Men’s College. He holds a PhD in
Education, English Language Curriculum and Teaching Methods.

Name: Alautdinova, Kamola

Title: Ten Effective Instructional Strategies in ELT

Schedule: Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-117

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | You have a set of standards, objectives and the lesson plan. But you
do not know how to execute them for the benefit of your students. The
presenter will describe ten research-based principles of instruction,
along with suggestions for classroom practice that enhance both
student learning and teacher effectiveness.

Bio: Kamola Alautdinova is PhD in philological sciences. Currently working

as a lecturer and practical teacher at National Research University.
She is CELTA holder as well as the author of around 30articles.




Name: Alfarsi, Basim

Title: Classroom Research! Can it Solve the Problem?

Schedule: | Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM, HUB-118

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Teachers face lots of problems in their classrooms, however, they tend
to solve these problems through asking colleagues or depending on
their experience. The presenter will describe the importance of
classroom research, teachers' attitudes toward it and how can teachers
conduct it to solve their problems along with examples.

Bio: Basim Alfarsi, worked as an English teacher, senior teacher and now
English supervisor. Graduated from Qaboos University and did two
masters: TESOL and Quality Management. A PhD student now.

Name: Ali, Mohamed

Title: Motivating the Unenthusiastic Learner

Schedule: Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-121

Type: Discussion Group (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Have you ever met a student trying to sleep or use a mobile phone
during classroom time? Why are students sometimes not interested?
And how can we ignite the student’s motivation? During this
presentation, we will go through the causes of students’ reluctance and
practical techniques to enhance students' performance.

Bio: Mr. Kamal is an EFL instructor. He worked in Saudi Arabia at (TVTC) &
(SPSP) for 21 years. He has an MA in applied linguistics. He presented
in conferences such as TESOL Arabia, KSAALT, etc.

Name: Alimova, Gulnazxon

Title: The Usage of youth slang in communication.

Schedule: | Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-114

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This presentation will focus on revealing the contexts and functions of
youth slang in communication as showing linguistic and social features
of youth slang. It provides frequently used youth slang words in
communication. It highlights the role of youth slang in communication.

Bio: Gulnoza

Name:

Alzoubi, Sukaina



Title: Arabic refugees ESL Learning Challenges in Australia

Schedule: | Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-115

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The presenter will discuss the findings of qualitative research on the
challenges adult refugee learners encounter in learning English within
the Australian educational system. Informed by culturally responsive
pedagogy, the discussion will shed light on how educators, curricula,
teaching methods, and support services contribute to students’
learning journey.

Bio: Dedicated TESOL teacher and Ph.D. candidate passionate about
language education. Committed to fostering inclusive learning
environments. Research focuses on enhancing language acquisition
for diverse student populations.

Name: Amiri, Mohsen

Title: Challenges of Learning in the GFP-Oman

Schedule: | Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-107

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The General Foundation Program(GFP) is designed to prepare
students to undertake and successfully complete higher education
programs in Oman. A vast majority of students are not satisfied with
the performance of certain teachers at UTAS-Oman branches. The
present study is to highlight the major challenges students face in
learning English.

Bio: Dr. Mohsen has been working at the University of Technology and
Applied Sciences in Oman as a senior English lecturer since 2016. He
is the Four-Time ‘Outstanding Teacher Award’ winner.

Name: Arthur, Phillipa

Title: RAFTing Anyone? A creative Writing strategy!

Schedule: ' Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-115

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | If future engineers can benefit from a stimulating and collaborative

approach to reinforcing vocabulary, so can yours! The presenter will
demonstrate how she engaged the creativity of Omani Foundation
Program students with RAFT writing to reinforce vocabulary in context.
No paddle required; come see what RAFTing is all about!



Bio:

Trinidad and Tobago born Phillipa Arthur, has an MA in TESOL from
New York University. She has taught adult learners in the United
States, China, South Korea, Qatar and Oman.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Audeh, Hanan & Rafidi, Tina-Jaber

Professional Development in Action: The Three Powers
Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-118
Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Reflection in Action serves as a sustainable teaching and professional
development tool, fostering proactive adaptation for the future among
teachers, students, and professionals alike. The presenters will kick off
the session by engaging the audience in an activity followed by an
exploration of its utilization possibilities and contextual theory.

Hanan Audeh, EL & Program Officer - Amideast WB. Educational
leadership & EL teaching expert. Masters in Intercultural
Communication & Literature. National & international TESOL attendee
& presenter. UNIMED published.

Tina Rafidi, PhD in Curriculum & EFL Instructions. Assistant Professor
in TEFL at Birzeit University. Licensed Teacher Trainer for PCELT.
Specialized in English Language teaching, professional training, and
curriculum development.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Avazmatova, Marhabo

Adapting tasks for autonomous language learning
Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-117
Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

The article considers the vital role of autonomous language learning.
The technology for adapting textbook exercises has been developed to
encourage autonomous learning. Moreover, it proposes using a rubric
containing a special section for peer evaluation and feedback to
develop students' language and assessment skills.

Avazmatova Marhabo is an associate professor at the University of
Exact and Social Sciences. She has a Ph.D. in education and has
authorized over 20 research articles.

Name:

Title:

Ayyad, Ruba

Podcasting: Transforming Learning in Digital Era



Schedule:

Saturday, 12:30 PM - 1:00 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

Abstract: | Podcasting, a pedagogical tool, encourages critical thinking and allows
students to synthesize their acquired knowledge into audio segments.
Presenter will showcase practical application of podcasting and ways
to incorporate podcasting into teaching. Participants will acquire skills
and knowledge to tailor this approach to their students’ needs

Bio: Ruba Ayyad is an English Instructor at Bethlehem University,
Palestine. Ruba’s expertise is in gender, human rights, and how they
intersect in digital communications, shedding light on societal
complexities.

Name: Azimjonova, Elena

Title: Conversational Implicature in English Listening Comprehension

Schedule: | Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM, HUB-113

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Because of increasing digitalization in educational setting as well as in
society, requirements and demands on schools, teachers, and
pedagogical tools have changed.Through the analysis of videos,
podcasts, and transcripts, the research aims to understand how
different forms of media impact the interpretation of implied meanings
in conversational language.

Bio: EFL teacher with +20 years of experience, TESOL-sertified teacher
trainer. Master degree student at Bukhara State University, faculty of
applied linguistics. Core trainer of governmental and non-governmental
programs.

Name: Azmi, Noureddine

Title: Upgrading intercultural competence in the EFL classroom

Schedule: | Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-119

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Despite the perceived usefulness of the transformative learning

approach to the EFL classroom, a major question about how
successful its use will upgrade learners’ communication behaviors
remains unanswered. The presenter will describe how the use of
transformative teaching can enhance learners’ communication and
intercultural competence in the language classroom.



Bio:

Noureddine AZMl is a professor of communication at Cadi Ayyad
University, Morocco. He holds a Ph.D. in TEFL from Mohamed V
University, and a certificate in EdTech from lowa State University,
USA.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Azzazi, Maha
Cultural Empowerment in ESL Higher Education Classrooms

Saturday, 11:30 AM - 12:00 AM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

The focus of this presentation is on the way of creating a culturally
engaging and motivating classroom environment. This involves
adapting pedagogical practices from K-12 U.S. classrooms and
incorporating it to benefit college ESL students' learning outcomes.
Specific examples and contextualized activities will be provided during
the presentation.

A dedicated and passionate communicator with a long background
advising students and managing teams of diverse backgrounds.
Motivated to use teaching expertise to connect with those hoping to
better their understanding and acculturating with American culture.
Provide a nurturing and supportive college classroom environment that
encourages participation and cooperation in intercultural activities.
Bilingual in English and Arabic. Areas of Expertise « Academic
Advising International ESL Teaching *« Research and Academic Writing
 Data analysis & Organization Bilingual Education, Arabic/ESL ¢
Leadership Skills « Curriculum Development and Intercultural
Communication * Problem Solving

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Babaee, Naghmeh

Translingual responses to internationalization of education
Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-115

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

The number of international English as a Second Language students
has increased in the world. The researcher discusses how she creates
a translingual space in a Canadian Academic Writing class where the
students and herself creatively co-construct new knowledge.
Suggestions for instructors to create an engaging translingual
environment are offered.

Dr. Naghmeh Babaee teaches academic writing and liberal studies at
LaSalle College Vancouver, Canada. She has extensively investigated



teaching and learning in multilingual contexts and second and heritage
language development.

Name: Bacherman, David

Title: Decrease Lesson-Planning Stress Through Learning Objectives

Schedule: Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-101

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The planning of an instructional session may leave teachers feeling
stressed as they consider the utilization of time, material to cover, and
student engagement. As a transformative solution to this, the presenter
will explain both the value of learning objectives and then a three-part
framework to write them.

Bio: David is an academic English instructor at UAE University. In addition
to working in the UAE, he has worked in Saudi Arabia and Iraq. He is
interested in technology and bilingual education.

Name: Bajalan, Sondus

Title: Language and Identity in the Middle East

Schedule: | Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM, HUB-115

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This paper examines the way identity is constructed in regard to
language use in the Middle East. Tweets -that were written by Arabic
speakers about using English when communicating with Arabic
speakers- were used and analyzed by looking into the metaphorical
language used in these tweets.

Bio: Sondus Bajalan has been working as an English lecturer for ten years.
Identity and language, code switching, discourse analysis are the
areas that interest her the most.

Name: Barseghyan, Tatevik

Title: Lesson Study: Fostering Collaboration and Professional Development

Schedule: ' Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-115

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Despite the rapid rate of interest in the Lesson Study approach, it

remains relatively new in the field of teaching English as a foreign
language. The presenter will introduce the approach, a practical



guidance based on her implementation of the method, emphasizing its
significance in teacher professional development and collaboration.

Bio: Tatevik Barseghyan is a former EFL instructor at the American
University of Armenia and a current English teacher at "Ayb" school.
She has Master's degrees in Applied Linguistics and TEFL.

Name: Bekmatova, Nodira & Egamova, Nigora

Title: Empowering Students: Enhancing Vocabulary for Academic Success

Schedule: ' Saturday, 4.00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-120

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This presentation explores the importance of vocabulary development
in secondary school students and its impact on academic success. It
offers practical strategies and tools to enhance students' linguistic
skills. Participants will acquire practical strategies for cultivating an
extensive vocabulary, thereby empowering students to excel
academically.

Bios: I am 39 and | am married. | graduated Uzbekistan state world
languages University. | am currently studying at master's degree, 2-
year.

I am 39 and | am married. | study at masters degree on the 2nd year. |
also work at school as a teacher.

Name: Ben Thaier, Line, Lahib, Ghofrane, Feteha, Hana, & Shim, Ji

Title: Foreign Vocabulary Acquisition Through Cartoons

Schedule: | Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM, HUB-112

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This study investigates how children learn foreign words through
cartoons, with particular focus on correlations between increased
exposure to cartoons and enhanced vocabulary acquisition,
emphasizing the effectiveness of multimodal media. Implications for
education and language learning strategies are also discussed.

Bios: Line Ben Thaier is a senior student at the American University of

Sharjah, majoring in English language and literature. She is working as
a research assistant at the AUS Language Lab.

Ghofrane is a 4th-year English Language and Literature and
International Studies student at the American University of Sharjah.
She is also a research assistant at the AUS Language Lab.

Hana Feteha is a sophomore student at the American University of
Sharjah, majoring in English language and literature.



Dr. Ji Shim is an assistant professor of linguistics at the American
University of Sharjah. Her research focuses on psycholinguistics,
syntax, bilingualism, code-switching and second/foreign language
acquisition.

Name: Benaissa, Amel

Title: EFL Teachers’ Emotional Engagement with Al

Schedule: | Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

Abstract: | The present research aims to identify EFL university students’
emotional engagement without various Al tools, namely ChatGPT and
QuillBot. The data reveal that Al elicits a mix of emotions among
educators. While most teachers acknowledge the benefits of some Al
tools, many are apprehensive about their influence.

Bio: Dr. Amel Benaissa has been a teacher and researcher at Mouloud
Mammeri University since 2011. She specialises in applied linguistics
and learning. She has actively participated in national and international
conferences.

Name: Bhutta, Fariha Abbas

Title: Learner difficulties with vocabulary items

Schedule: | Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-118

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | Acquiring a strong vocabulary is crucial for achieving success both in
school and the modern workplace. Expanding one's vocabulary can be
a challenging yet necessary task when writing an essay, or research
paper. This workshop is designed to simplify the intricacies of
vocabulary development and acknowledge the difficulties learners
face.

Bio: An English Language Teacher with 17 years of experience, currently
teaches IGCSE English Language at Beaconhouse School, Oman.
She is a certified Cambridge Teacher Educator, pursuing a Doctorate
in Education.

Name: Bilikozen, Neslihan

Title: A Student-Driven Approach to Al Literacy

Schedule: | Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-111



Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This study explores the effectiveness of a student-driven approach in
fostering Al literacy in L2 writing classes. The findings underscore the
significance of active student involvement in crafting comprehensive
class policies tailored to their needs.

Bio: Dr. Neslihan Bilikozen is an Assistant Professor at the Department of
English in American University of Sharjah, UAE. She has received her
doctorate degree from the University of Exeter, UK.

Name: Bonu, Reddeppa

Title: Leveraging Mobile Applications in Improving Reading Skills

Schedule: ' Saturday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-107

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This presentation examines the impact of utilizing various mobile
applications in enhancing reading skills in the context of English
Language Teaching (ELT). Employing a meta-analysis of pre-existing
studies, it investigates the efficacy of widely used and advanced mobile
applications in improving students' abilities to comprehend written text.

Bio: Dedicated English teacher who holds an MA in English Language and
Literature. Has taught at universities for over 15 years. Expertise in
curriculum development and technology integration for interactive
learning.

Name: Bruellman, Jill

Title: Disciplinary Literacy through a Multilingual Lens

Schedule: Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-114

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract:  Disciplinary literacy is the ability to read, write, and think critically
different academic disciplines. It reminds us that everyone is
responsible for developing language. In this interactive session, the
presenter will equip educators with practical tools to foster disciplinary
literacy, ultimately promoting academic success and empowering
students for lifelong learning.

Bio: Jill Bruellman is Chair and Associate Professor of the English
Language Instruction and TESOL programs at the College of Lake
County.

Name: Candel, Bjorn



Title: Can ChatGPT Create Decent Reading Tasks?

Schedule: ' Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-118

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Can ChatGPT write decent reading texts with comprehension
guestions? And also seamlessly integrate a list of target vocabulary
into the text? In this session, the speaker will tell the story about what
happened when he tried to do just that - including learning how to
engineer good prompts for ChatGPT.

Bio: Bjorn Candel has 24 years of EFL teaching experience (Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, Oman, UAE, Poland, and Sweden). He has a BA (English and
Spanish), an MA (Translation) and a DELTA.

Name: Cardozo, Cletta

Title: Simplify teaching and learning with Al

Schedule:  Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | Technology has transformed the way teaching and learning takes
place in the classroom. Al platforms has made it possible for teachers
to tailor lessons to suit the needs of their learners. The presenter will
share knowledge about a few Al apps that can enhance students
learning experiences in ESL classrooms.

Bio: I am an English instructor at Oman Dental College, Oman.l have a
Master's degree in English and currently perusing my Master's in
Education.l have over 16 years of experience in teaching.

Name: Charles, Tendai

Title: Teaching English for Academic Purposes with Al

Schedule: | Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-118

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | “English for Academic Purposes” (EAP) refers to the use of the English
language in an academic context, especially the Higher Education
sector. The presenter will demonstrate how Artificial Intelligence (Al)
can be ethically and effectively integrated into the teaching and
learning of EAP.

Bio: Assistant Professor of Education. Specialist in technology enhanced

learning and second language acquisition.




Name: Cherif, Noureddine

Title: Incorporating Al into TBLT Classrooms

Schedule:  Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-115

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | This workshop aims to help EFL teachers get acquainted with
implementing Al resources while creating their day-to-day meaningful
tasks. Teachers will be introduced to Al resources and their
implementation in tasks that align with students learning objectives and
enhance engagement and motivation.

Bio: Noureddine Cherif is a Fulbright Scholar, Linguistics &
Communications Expert, ESL Specialist, Curriculum developer,
Language Program Coordinator with 12 years of experience in
Language Teaching in the MENA and North America

Name: Dadaboyeva, Nargiza

Title: Integration of Literature in ESL classes

Schedule: | Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM, HUB-117

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | While literature is not the only important factor in determining
integration to increase the interest on ELT in Secondary schools, it is
probably the most significant one.This study intended to analyze a
deeper understanding of how EFL educators could enhance
performance of literature die to learners' attitudes

Bio: Dadaboyeva Nargiza Azamjonovna, Namangan, Uzbekistan Master
student of NamSIFL

Name: Dahroug, Mahmoud

Title: CLIL for Content and Language Teachers

Schedule: Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-118

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Teachers who teach English as a foreign language or other subject
matter using English as a medium of instruction face numerous
challenges in their classroom. Some of these challenges include
learners’ poor English language skills. In this workshop, participants
will discuss and practice some tested and tried CLIL techniques.

Bio: Mahmoud Dahroug, English instructor at ADNOC Technical Academy,

taught in Egypt, UAE, and USA. Bachelor's in English, teaching



diploma, pursuing master’s in education management. Passionate
about language and student impact.

Name: Daneshvar Ghorbani, Babak

Title: Learning environments impact on L2 student motivation

Schedule: | Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-119

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | A new educational approach called self-directed learning (SDL) has
emerged to meet the unique needs of students, making their education
more enjoyable. Using the theoretical frameworks of Self-
Determination Theory and Stage-Environment Fit Theory, this study
examines the intricate relationship between modifications to learning
environments and students' basic needs and motivation.

Bio: Babak Daneshvar Ghorbani is a MA holder in Applied linguistics from
Iran University of Science and Technology. His main areas of research
are research methods, scientometrics study, and computer-assisted
language learning.

Name: Danish, Oshin

Title: Input to Intake in Second Language Acquisition

Schedule: | Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-111

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Teaching does not always result in learning. It is due to this, that SLA
has gained a lot of attention from researchers in the past and continues
to be an important topic. This paper discusses the process and steps
of Input to Intake within a language classroom.

Bio: Oshin Danish is an English Language Lecturer and Teacher Trainer at
INTERLINK Institutes at Al Yamamah University. A Doctorate
candidate at UCAM, Spain, her area of research interests are a SLA.

Name: Davis, Savannah

Title: Unlocking meaning with visual paralinguistics

Schedule: ' Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-107

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | This workshop, grounded in the theory of multimodal communication,

highlights how visual cues are pivotal in learners’ comprehension,
engagement and retention. By means of practical strategies on



integrating visual paralinguistics, participants will familiarise
themselves with how to leverage visual aids to bolster comprehension,
bridge communication gaps, and facilitate retention.

Bio: Savannah Davis is a teacher with a passion for psycholinguistics and
second language acquisition. She is interested in research on the
relationship between language and cognition.

Name: Dileesh, Sapna

Title: Teaching Styles in ESP Classroom

Schedule: | Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-113

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Higher education constitutes a dynamic environment wherein the
interaction of various teaching styles profoundly impacts student
engagement, learning achievements, and overall academic attainment.
This session delves into the domain of teaching styles within higher
education, specifically in an ESP, with the aim of discussing effective
strategies to enhance the teaching-learning.

Bio: Sapna Dileesh is an Assistant Professor and Head of Foundation
Department at Oman Dental College, Oman and has over 13 years of
teaching and administration experience in Higher Education.

Name: Dillon, Anna

Title: The language choice of shared reading

Schedule: | Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-117

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This presentation explores the languages used by Emirati fathers while
sharing reading with their young children. As part of a larger project, it
reports on fathers’ feedback regarding the proportion of Modern
Standard Arabic, Emirati Arabic and English they used while reading
picture books with their children.

Bio: Anna Dillon is an Associate Professor at Emirates College for
Advanced Education in Abu Dhabi. Her research interests include
bilingual education, early childhood education, and teacher education.

Name: Dimassi, Abdelfattah

Title: Empowering EFL Listeners through Metacognititive Strategies

Schedule: | Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-115



Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This presentation explores the critical role of metacognitive awareness
in elevating English as a Foreign Language (EFL) listening
comprehension. The presenter highlights the significance of self-
regulation, unveiling a teaching method that incorporates goal-setting,
comprehension monitoring, and performance evaluation. Practical
applications and tangible examples will be provided, drawing from a
study

Abdelfattah Dimassi holds a PhD in Applied Linguistics and is currently
a Visiting Assistant Professor at the University of Khorfakkan, UAE.
Abdelfattah has been an EFL teacher for four decades.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Din, Muhammad

Exploring Critical Thinking in Paraphrasing
Saturday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-101
Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This quantitative study aims to explore university ESL learners’ critical
thinking skill in accomplishing the writing task of paraphrasing, know
their attitude towards reading and writing and the correlation between
their performance in writing task of paraphrasing and their attitude
towards writing.

Dr. Muhammad Din, Assistant Professor of English, has participated in
international conferences in Dubai, UK, Malaysia, Japan, Qatar and
Pakistan. Critical thinking and ESL are the domains of his interest.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Djalaldinova, Malakhat
Postmodern Sparks: ELT Explorations in English Literature

Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792 093
2038 Passcode 987678

Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

"Postmodern Sparks: ELT Explorations in English Literature" explores
innovative English Language Teaching (ELT) methods for teaching
postmodern literature, centered around Muriel Spark's works. Through
interactive approaches, educators navigate complex themes and
techniques, fostering deeper engagement and critical thinking among
students in the realm of postmodernism.

A seasoned educator with a background in English language and
literature, dedicated to advancing language education at Andijan state
institute of foreign languages through research and innovative

pedagogy.



Name: Domede, Annie

Title: Teaching Perspectives of International English Language Educators

Schedule: | Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-114

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Teaching philosophies significantly impact educators' attitudes toward
technology integration in their teaching practices. The presenter will
explore the pedagogical perspectives of international English language
educators and their views about technology integration into their
teaching. Do their teaching philosophies and attitudes align with the
trends of today's educational landscape?

Bio: Dr. Annie Bangtegan Domede is an English language educator with
more than 19 years of diverse teaching experience. She is a lecturer
and Quality Assurance Coordinator at UTAS-A, Oman.

Name: Dougherty, Patrick

Title: TOEIC® Test Scores and Extensive Reading

Schedule: | Saturday, 2:30 PM - 3:00 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

Abstract: | What is the impact of extensive reading on university students’
TOEIC® Test Scores? Using multiple regression analysis, this grant
supported one-year long study examined the connections between
extensive reading and the improvement of university science and
technology students' TOEIC test scores at a public university in Japan.

Bio: Prof. Patrick Dougherty, Ed.D., is the Dean of Academic Affairs, the
Director of the English for Academic Purposes Program and Foreign
Language Education at Akita International University.

Name: EL Zamil, Mohamed

Title: Are We Asking the Right Questions?

Schedule: | Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-112

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Asking questions is at the heart of effective teaching. Yet, in the EFL

field, we often follow established patterns without questioning their
impact. This session addresses a critical, yet often overlooked, aspect
of language education: the nature of questions we ask our learners.
Are they enhancing critical thinking and autonomy?



Bio:

EL Zamil is an expert neurolanguage coach and seasoned presenter,
dedicated to harnessing neuroscientific insights for impactful, research-
driven language instruction.He is celebrated for innovative educational
approaches and a commitment to transformative language teaching
practices.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Egamova, Nigora & Bekmatova , Nodira
Strategies for Effective English for ESP/EAP
Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM, Atrium Hub
Poster Session

To provide strategies for engaging secondary school students in
ESP/EAP education.To highlight the integration of real-world contexts
into ESP/EAP curriculum for secondary school students.To state
effective approaches for fostering language proficiency and academic
achievement within ESP/EAP frameworks.To contribute to the
advancement of tailored ESP/EAP education to secondary school
students

Egamova Nigora Ustamirzayevna, from Uzbekistan and English
language teacher with 18 years of teaching experience.Also the
second year master student at Namangan state institute of foreign
languages.

Nodira is an English language teacher who has 18 years of teaching
experience.She works at a specialised school in Namangan district and
the second year master student at Namangan state University.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

El-Soussi, Amira & Yousef, Dima

Write Bytes: Al Toolkit for Teaching Writing
Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM, Atrium Hub
Poster Session

This poster presentation introduces teachers to Al tools that are
available to support undergraduate students in their writing process.
Teachers will learn about innovative applications for pre-writing,
drafting, and editing, helping them to provide students with
personalized support and improve student writing skills.

Amira is an English instructor at the American University of Sharjah.
She has been teaching in higher education for around 16 years. Her
research interests focus on writing and teacher education.

Dima is currently working at MBZUAI. With over 20 years of experience
in teaching, curriculum development, and assessment design, her
research interests include learning theories and engagement.



Name: Elyas, Hind

Title: Teaching Triumph: TESOL'’s Six Principles in Action

Schedule: ' Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-119

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | In this workshop the presenter will explore the importance of TESOL
International's 6 Principles for Exemplary Teaching of English
Learners. Throughout the session, participants will delve into each
principle, gaining practical strategies to support English learners.
Teachers will leave equipped with the knowledge necessary to elevate
their teaching.

Bio: Hind works as an English Instructor at Niagara College, KSA. She
holds senior roles in various associations such as TESOL Sudan,
Africa TESOL, KSAALT TESOL, TESOL International and IATEFL.

Name: Farhat, Dima

Title: ERPP through the lenses of Arab Scholars

Schedule: | Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-101

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Are you a novice/established scholar in the international research
community? Or an ESP writing practitioner/ instructor? This
presentation will introduce you to the expanding Research Publication
Purposes (ERPP) field. Research findings will be reported on
discursive and non-discursive challenges faced by Arab scholars with
various academic ranks.

Bio: Dima Farhat (MA, PhD ) is a UK qualified and trained scholar. She is
currently working as an assistant professor of English Language
Education at the Al Ain University, UAE.

Name: Gharib, Hala

Title: Unpacking The Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)

Schedule: | Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM, Atrium Hub

Type: Poster Session

Abstract: | The Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol is a research based

instructional framework that encourages teachers to design and deliver
student-centered lessons that maximize student opportunities to
interact with the language, the content, and their peers in meaningful



ways. The session will help teachers explore the eight components of
the framework.

Bio: Dr. Hala Gharib is an EFL Teacherand Teacher Trainer. She is a
British Council Teacher Educator, RELO Cairo Mentoor Trainer and
NileTESOL Board of Directirates member at large.

Name: Ghazanfari, Mohammad

Title: Linguistic variation in academic writing abstracts

Schedule: | Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-115

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This study compared and analyzed abstracts of theses and research
articles written by graduate students and journal authors, respectively,
using Biber's multi-dimensional model. The analysis of the two corpora
(1800 abstracts for each group) in terms of three linguistic variations
indicated that, compared to non-academic registers, they are
structurally similar.

Bio: An associate professor at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
Mohammad Ghazanfari (now retired) has taught discourse analysis,
pragmatics and teaching methodology and has published several
research papers both in English and Persian.

Name: Gomaa, Mohamed

Title: Unlocking Students Potentials:Navigating MAP Test Success

Schedule: | Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-114

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract:  How can implementation of Measures of Academic Progress Test
maximize student growth and learning outcomes? Presenter will reveal
valuable strategies for using MAP Test data to tailor instruction more
efficiently. Attendees will depart knowing how to increase academic
performance and promote personalized learning pathways within their
institution.

Bio: Mohamed Abdelhamed Gomaa is a dedicated PhD candidate in
Educational Leadership and Management at Acacia University, USA.
With over 20 years of experience in International Education and
Administrative work.

Name: Green, Jennifer

Title: Tech tools for large online classes



Schedule:

Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-120

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Teaching large (60+ students) online language classes is hard. While it
is easier to just share the Powerpoint and lecture, we want students to
be involved in the lessons. Come learn about some simple and readily
available tech tools that engage all students with their learning.

Bio: Dr. Jennifer Green, a Fulbright Scholar at Al-Balga Applied University
(Jordan), focuses on professional development and curriculum
development for English language teaching. Her home institution is
Western Washington University (USA).

Name: Grigoryan, Fenya

Title: Teaching Speaking Skills to Different Age Groups

Schedule: ' Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:30 PM, HUB-119

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract:  Have you ever faced any difficulties in teaching speaking skills across
age groups? Do you still hold the opinion that teaching speaking online
is less effective? The presenter will draw from her personal experience
to offer insights on enhancing online speaking instruction.

Bio: A passionate educator committed to empowering students through
creative and engaging teaching methods. Believes in the
transformative power of education to inspire future leaders.

Name: Guite, Sarah

Title: Pros and Cons of Automated Writing Evaluation

Schedule: Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-120

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | This session is for writing instructors interested in providing corrective
feedback using an automated writing evaluation tool (Cambridge Write
& Improve). The tool gives direct and indirect feedback for input writing.
It also provides approximate CEFR scores. Participants can discuss
how AWE may provide good formative feedback to many learners.

Bio: Sarah Guité (M.Ed., B.Ed.) has 12 years of experience teaching

English in the UAE. She focuses on simplifying the writing process for
learners, helping them communicate with clarity and confidence.

Name:

HUSSAIN, AMIRA



Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Understanding EAP Practitioners Perspectives: EMI in Uzbekistan
Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-112
Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This presentation explores challenges and opportunities for EAP
practitioners in Uzbekistan's expanding EMI landscape. It analyzes
practitioners' experiences, addressing demands of new EAP programs
in emerging universities and complexities of teaching in developmental
stages. Through qualitative data, it examines career aspirations and
perspectives on higher education development.

Amira Hussain, an experienced EAP Teaching Fellow at the University
of Birmingham Dubai, also serves as Curriculum Coordinator Lead for
the EAP Foundation Programme. She employs task-based learning,
formative assessment, textual analysis, and argument construction.
With extensive professional experiences in UK, Iraq, Uzbekistan, and
the UAE, her research evaluates educational practices especially
within EMI and EAP developmental contexts.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Hanafy, Shorouk

Debunking 7 Myths of Online Learning
Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-119
Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Online courses proliferated higher education, yet some pervasive
myths persist about their quality and rigor. As opposed to traditional
classes, online learning is presumed to be easier, socially isolating,
and technologically challenging. This presentation challenges seven
misconceptions about online education showcasing the interactive
pedagogy of one online learning environment.

Shorouk Hanafy has 20 years of experience in TEFL, Rhetoric and
Composition, EAP, ESP in addition to teacher and corporate training.
She has an EdD in TESOL from the University of Exeter and an MA in
TEFL from the American University in Cairo. She worked as an
instructor at Zayed University in the Department of English and Writing
Studies and a Writing Instructor in the Department of Rhetoric and
Composition at the American University in Cairo. She has a strong
academic and leadership background with a focus on teaching
methodologies, critical reading and thinking, and academic writing.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Hiasat, Lana & Coombe, Christine
Personal Branding for Career Success
Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-112



Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Building your personal brand is about strategically, creatively, and
professionally presenting what makes you the person and professional
you are. A personal brand is the overall perception other people have
of you. This presentation, tailored for teachers, will provide tips and
tools for personal and professional branding.

Dr. Lana Hiasat is a senior lecturer at the Higher Colleges of
Technology, Dubai. She served on the UAE national task force for
developing the social sciences curriculum.

Dr. Christine Coombe is an Associate Professor of General Studies at
Higher Colleges of Technology. Christine is the co-chair of TESOL
Arabia 2024. She served as president of TESOL (2011-2012).

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Hill, Dawud

Teacher Training with Refugees and Displaced People
Saturday, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM, HUB-117

Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

With the world of technology allowing education to advance at such a
fast pace, we often forget about how education is for refugees and
displaced people. This presentation will raise awareness of how we as
educators can give back, supporting displaced communities while
volunteering in the field we love.

Teacher Trainer with over 10 years of TESOL experience in the MENA.
Holder of an MA in Educational Leadership, PGCE, Trinity DipTESOL,
CELTA, and current MSc in TESOL and TEAP candidate.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Hopkin, Victoria

Unpacking effective leadership in multicultural settings
Sunday, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM, HUB-111

Workshop (60 minutes)

Join Victoria in exploring the crucial role of building intercultural
relationships, a key component of organisational success. Drawing
upon her PhD research, Victoria will unpack key considerations for
establishing effective intercultural relationships, providing participants
with insights, cultural competence clarity, and actionable strategies for
fostering intercultural awareness in their organisations.rn

Victoria is an educational researcher, consultant, and coach. As a PhD.
candidate, her focus is on building intercultural understanding and
using coaching to support culturally diverse teams.



Name: Isler, Ozlem & Sakhamuri, Dr. Ramadevi

Title: Fostering Inclusive Learning Environment for Low Achievers

Schedule: | Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

Abstract: | Low achieving students may struggle to participate in language
classrooms due to their poor language abilities and they need more
support to achieve the learning outcomes. The presenters will share
the results of their study highlighting the teaching and learning
practices adopted to foster inclusive learning environment for
struggling students.

Bios: I am an English Instructor at Dhofar University, Foundation Program. |
have been teaching English over 10 years at university level. My
research interests are learner autonomy and differentiated instruction.
| am a Lecturer at the Foundation Program in DhofarUniversity. | have
been teaching English at the Foundation Program since 2008. My
research interests are teaching and assessment and study skills.

Name: Isroilova, Dildora & Mashrabova, Buviniso

Title: HOW TO OVERCOME CULTURAL DIFFERENCES OF EFL

Schedule: ' Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-101

Type: Discussion Group (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This session offers guidance to teachers how to overcome cultural
differences in EFL teaching process and can offer some effective
teaching strategies for Uzbek, Turkish and Indian learners.

Bios: Isroilova Dildora Muhtorovna Doctor of Philosophy in Pedagogical
Sciences (DSc)

English teacher

Name: Jabr, Rania

Title: Group work as a teachable moment

Schedule: | Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:30 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

Abstract: | What are the stages of a well-paced group task? The questions of how,

when, and why educators ought to craft carefully designed group work



Bio:

tasks to boost learning in their classrooms will be answered. Follow up
reflection and extension activities and ways to give feedback will be
shared with the

Rania Jabr is a Senior English Language Instructor Il for the English
Language Institute at the American University in Cairo. Rania Jabr has
been an English language instructor at AUC since 1990. She is a
CELTA certified native speaker of English. She is also the recipient of
the AUC Board of Trustees Award in 1995 and the Excellence in
Teaching Award in 2013. She is past Chair of NileTESOL AUC
Conference in 2012 and Co-chair for the same conference in 2018 and
2022.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Jose, Dr. Jayaron

Artificial Intelligence for Enhancing Reading and Pronunciation
Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-119

Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Artificial intelligence (Al) has impacted every field, including ELT.
Incorporating Al in ELT can enhance learners' English language and
skills. The session explores the significance of Al in education,
particularly the effectiveness of using Reading Progress as an Al tool
for enhancing EFL/ESL learners' reading and pronunciation skills.

Dr. Jayaron Jose, an ESL lecturer at the University of Technology and
Applied Sciences-Musannah, Oman, holds CELTA, DELTA, and PhD-
TESL/TEFL. He conducts workshops and publishes papers on varied
research topics. jayaron@act.edu.om

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Kadoura, Safwan

Attracting and Retaining Talents in Language Schools
Sunday, 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM, HUB-117

Workshop (60 minutes)

Though language teaching organizations do their best to attract and
retain talented teachers, the high turnover among LTOs is still there. In
this presentation, the presenter will discuss this issue and introduce
some attraction and retention strategies that can result in a low
turnover of staff.

Safwan A. Kadoura is an ELT manager, TESOL specialist, and a
teacher trainer in Syria. Currently, he is the CEO of Blue Ocean
Language and Business School in Damascus.




Name: Kalarikkal, Dr. Firos

Title: Online ELT: Integrating Skills, Challenges, Breakthroughs

Schedule: | Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-119

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This paper presentation will enlighten the audience about what
challenges can educator and learners may face while integration of
skills practice during an online ELT lesson. The presenters will also
shed light to some possible remedies for the daunting issues related to
it.

Bio: Dr. Firos Kalarikkal, an ELT veteran with 20 years' experience, holds a
Ph.D. in Teaching English, CELTA, MA in English, and B.Ed. Currently
a lecturer at UTAS, Oman, he authored a book and research papers,
focusing on ELT trends.

Name: Kamal, Laila

Title: Using Images for Greater Student Motivation

Schedule: ' Saturday, 3:30 PM - 4:.00 PM, HUB-114

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract:  Images can be very effective in generating ideas, encouraging
discussion and sharing information among the students in a pleasant,
stress-free environment. This presentation offers a step-by-step
method for the use of images to promote language-learning, targeting
all four skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Bio: Laila Kamal has been an English Language Instructor at AUC since
1990. She teaches Academic English for Reading and Writing to
Freshman students, and she is interested in the use of technology and
internet resources for educational purposes.

Name: Karimi, Arezoo

Title: Improving Iranian Vocabulary Acquisition Through Nearpod Application

Schedule: | Saturday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-111

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Nearpod is an online and multiplatform application for vocabulary

acquisition with interactive features. The presenter will study the effects
of implementation of Nearpod application on vocabulary acquisition of
Iranian EFL learners. A number of implications will be drawn from the
results of this study for teachers, learners, and syllabus designers.



Bio: Profile summary: B.A in English translation. M.A in TEFL. PHD student
in TEFL. | am teaching as an associate professor at Emam Javad
university.

Name: Kashoob, Noor

Title: Mobile Technology in English Language Classes

Schedule: | Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-113

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The study investigated the use of mobile technologies to support
English language teaching in higher education context through an
exploratory-sequential mixed method which aimed to answer three
main questions about the current practices, the key factors influencing
its implementation, the constraints and recommendations to enhance
its use in higher education

Bio: A member of the teaching faculty at the University of Technology and
Applied Sciences, Salalah Branch, with more than 13 years of
experience teaching English Language courses in Preparatory Studies
Center

Name: Kasimova, Malika

Title: The Research-Pedagogy Dialogue in Uzbekistan

Schedule: | Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-118

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | It has been empirically proven that most language teachers are not
motivated to engage in L2 research due to attitudinal, conceptual, and
institutional challenges. The presenters will discuss the findings of a
qualitative study of foreign language teachers’ conceptions of research
in Uzbekistan and offer practical suggestions for those barriers

Bio: An EFL instructor at “Temurbeklar Maktabi” and PhD student at
Tashkent state Pedagogical University, presenter at TESOL 2023 in
Portland, USA. Her research focuses on Al integration in language
learning.rnrn

Name: Khafagi, Noha

Title: Self-expression characterizes tomorrow’s classroom

Schedule: | Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-117

Type:

Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)



Abstract:

Bio:

The presenter will share key, successful learning strategies that
promote self-expression in the classroom, stimulate students’ critical
thinking and allow them to produce meaningful, authentic, real-life
stories. The steps carried out during the implementation of the
technique will be systematically explained, and samples of students'
work will be shared.

Noha Khafagi is a Senior Instructor Il at the English Language
Instruction Department (ELI), The American University in Cairo (AUC).
She is also NileTESOL 2023 Conference Co-chair.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Khamidullaeva, Nigora & lkramova, Madina
Teaching English through literature: books or movies?
Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-120
Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Exploring innovative approaches for English learners in teaching
English through literature by comparison of original books with film
adaptations is a fruitful technique of teaching language. This session
demonstrates practical strategies and creative methodologies and how
to develop critical thinking abilities and cross-cultural understanding by
making connections between books and

Mrs.Nigora Khamidullaeva is a young professional. She is enthusiastic
and enjoys working with young adults. She is a Master student and an
EFL teacher. She has a passion for teaching.

Mrs.Madina Ikramova is a young professional. She is a Master student
of English Literature. She has a passion for teaching and learning
herself.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Khan, Bushra, Shim, Ji, & Zytkoskee, Adrian Matthew
Benefits of Reflective Writing in L2 Classrooms

Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-107

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This presentation explores the integration of reflective writing practices
in academic writing. The study investigates narrative writing as a way
to analyze well-being and study learner attitudes in terms of confidence
and anxiety. Findings reveal that reflective writing had a positive impact
on student well-being and improved their writing attitudes.

Bushra Khaliq Khan is a graduate student at the American University of
Sharjah, majoring in MA TESOL. She is currently working as a
teaching and research assistant at AUS.



Dr. Ji Shim is an assistant professor of linguistics at the American
University of Sharjah. Her research focuses on psycholinguistics,
syntax, bilingualism, code-switching and second/foreign language
acquisition.

Dr. Matt Zytkoskee has been teaching writing in higher education and
community settings for fifteen years and is currently an assistant
professor of English at the American University of Sharjah.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Khan, Bushra, Shim, Ji, & Zytkoskee, Adrian Matthew
A Crash Course in Reflective Writing

Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-113

Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This presentation begins by outlining the value of reflective writing
within language classrooms, noting its potential to aid students in
processing psychosocial realities and fostering positive self-perception
as writers. Next, participants will be guided through reflective writing
exercises as a means to demonstrate facilitation techniques and
provide first-hand experience.

Bushra Khaliq Khan is a graduate student at American University of
Sharjah, majoring in MA TESOL. She is currently working as a
teaching and research assistant at AUS.

Dr. Ji Shim is an assistant professor of linguistics at the American
University of Sharjah. Her research focuses on psycholinguistics,
syntax, bilingualism, code-switching and second/foreign language
acquisition.

Dr. Adrian Matt Zytkoskee is an assistant professor of English at the
American University of Sharjah. His research focuses upon
composition studies, narrative nonfiction, and reflective writing in the
medical humanities.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Khan, Rana

Navigating Bias: Embracing Al in Educational Settings
Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-119
Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Despite the potential bias, COVID-19 forced academic institutions to
embrace technology Atrtificial Intelligence like Chat GPT, although
poses challenge to educational institutions, they should analyze its
advantages rather than its shortcomings to learning. The session
explores ChatGPT as a complement to traditional learning rather than
an alternative.



Bio: Rana Khan holds a masters’ in English and Business besides CELTA
and teaches English and Business at Algonquin College, Kuwait. Rana
is chair-elect to Conferences Professional Council, TESOL
International Association.

Name: Khan, Shadab

Title: Exploring Preservice Teachers' Perceptions on ICT Tools

Schedule: ' Saturday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-113

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | This study examines pre-service teachers’ views on using ICT in ESL
education. It identifies benefits like enhanced engagement, and
challenges such as inadequate training and limited resources. The
research emphasizes the need for better ICT training in teacher
education to realize its full potential in practical application.

Bio: Shadab Khan is a research scholar at the University of Hyderabad,
Hyderabad. His area of interest is incorporating technology in English
language Teaching.

Name: Khaydarova, Nigorakhon

Title: Gestural & Linguistic Differences: Men vs. Women

Schedule: | Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:30 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792 093
2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract:  Examining gender's impact on gestures and language across cultures,
this study analyzes communication habits, emphasizing gender-
specific behaviors. Sociocultural influences shaping these differences
and their effect on perception are explored. Findings offer insights into
gender communication dynamics and cultural nuances across
languages, aiding understanding of cross-cultural interactions.

Bio: She has been working as an English teacher for more than 20 years.
Her interest lies on gender linguistics including culture and cross-
cultural communication.

Name: Khudhair, Ghazi

Title: Improving Students’ Language Skills through Scaffolding

Schedule: | Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM, HUB-114

Type:

Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)



Abstract:

Scaffolding is a teaching method where teachers support students in
acquiring skills. It's a temporary, goal-specific process adjusted based
on progress, aiming to bridge gaps, encourage risk-taking, and foster
confidence and independence. Implementation involves breaking tasks
into steps, providing guidance, and feedback. Different scaffolding
types enhance learning, independence, motivation, and

Bio: Ghazi Ali Khudhair is an English language teacher since 2001 and he
is a Certified Master Trainer and Certified Professional Trainer.
Moreover, He is an IELTS train the trainer.

Name: Knott, David

Title: Slow and steady: Introducing technology to students

Schedule: Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM, HUB-120

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | We often assume students are technically savvy; however, many are
not familiar with academic technology. That assumption means some
teachers race forward risking both frustration and confusion. A slower
introduction can ensure that students are able to utilize the technology,
and active monitoring provides support to use it effectively.

Bio: Dr. David Knott is a senior instructor at the American University of
Sharjah. Holding a doctorate from the University of Exeter, he has also
taught in Poland and Saudi Arabia.

Name: Kondos, Sally

Title: Enhancing the Writing skills through Lexical Bundles&Collocations

Schedule: | Sunday, 11:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-118

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The presentation shares the findings of a research study that examined
how the instruction of lexical bundles and collocations improved the
writing skills of first-year university students.

Bio: Dr. Sally Kondos holds a doctorate in English Language from the
University of Exeter. She is an Assistant professor of English at the
American University in Dubai. Her research interests encompass

Name: Kukiboeva, Mahliyo

Title: Student-centered Approach to Boost Learner autonomy

Schedule: | Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-118



Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Fostering student autonomy is becoming more widely acknowledged
as a primary objective of teaching and learning in the modern
educational environment. In this presentation, the attendees will be
aware of how to increase learner autonomy effectively by the
implementation of the student-centered strategy

TESOL-certified EFL teacher in the Department of English Language
and Literature at Namangan State University in Uzbekistan. She holds
an M.Sc. in English Language and is a Researcher in Applied
Linguistics.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Kukiboyeva, Mahliyo, Mamatova, Dilrabo, & Sadikova, Salima
Empowering learners: storytelling to boost learner autonomy
Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-113

Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This proposal outlines the efficiency and importance of storytelling and
story-based activities in language classes to promote learner
autonomy, learner confidence, and cultural awareness in English
language teaching.

| have been a senior lecturer in the Department of English Language
and Literature, Namangan State University since 2005, a Teacher
trainer, researcher, and visiting scholar at Kansas University, US in

Dilrabo Mamatova has been a Senior Lecturer and teacher trainer at
Namangan State University for over ten years. She is a Grant holder of
Oregon State University on TESOL methodology

Salima Sadikova is a University lecturer and Language teacher at
Namangan State University in the Department of Teaching Foreign
Languages (ESP)

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Litvinova, Olga

TESOL AS A PLATFORM FOR BOOK WRITING
Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-114
Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

The results of TESOL studies are rarely published as books. The
presenter will share her experience of writing one based on her
research on bilingualism and will talk about how book writing can be
used to inspire colleagues as well as students to write their own.

A teacher of English (five years of working at the university level, ten
years as a freelancer), translator, research, Fulbright alumna, author,



traveler. Interested in international relations, journalism, strategic
communication.

Name: Lourdes, Runitha

Title: Exploring Alternative Assessments Methods Promoting Critical
Thinking

Schedule: | Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-101

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | In the ever-evolving landscape of education, the role of assessment
extends beyond mere measurement of knowledge acquisition to
fostering critical thinking skills essential for navigating complex
challenges in the 21st century. This paper delves into the realm of
alternative assessment methods designed to assess critical thinking
abilities among learners.

Bio: Ms. Runitha Lourdes is an English Language lecturer at Mazoon
College. She is passionate about teaching young learners and
adopting new assessment methods to bring changes in the
assessment patterns

Name: Mahmoud, Elsayed

Title: Oral feedback- Class interaction-Past Tense

Schedule: | Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-111

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This Mided-Methods study investigates the effect of oral feedback on
students' uptake and acquisition of English Past tense in the context of
primary EFL classrooms in the UAE. It has two phases: Quantitative
and Qualitative. Three tests and interviews lead to significant results.

Bio: A University English lecturer. He has two Master Degrees in TESOL
and translation. His research and books are internationally published!
His PhD is in language teaching.

Name: Maksudova, Khilola

Title: ESP projects changed teaching habits in Uzbekistan

Schedule: ' Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-120

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | Traditionally, English for Specific Purposes (ESP) teachers have relied

on standardized course materials and exams that may not fully prepare



learners for real-world communication demands. To bridge this gap,
the British Council and the Uzbek Ministry of Higher Education initiated
the ENSPIRE-U project.

Bio: PhD on pedagogical sciences, Associate professor of Practical English
and literature department, Uzbekistan National University. She has
been working as EFL and ESP teacher.

Name: Malik, Fayyaz

Title: Student Empowerment in a Globalized World

Schedule: | Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-113

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | EFL teachers can equip students navigating a globalized world with the
tools to understand complex global issues. This presentation explores
practical methods for integrating real-world challenges into the
classroom, fostering a broader global perspective and empowering
students to make a local impact.

Bio: As a senior language instructor with 20+ years of experience of
teaching academic English courses. | specialize in essay writing,
English for Specific Purposes (ESP), and technical English writing.
Currently, |

Name: Mapp, Asia

Title: Aligning Language: Empowering ELL’s for Success

Schedule: Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-115

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | We must align school terminologies. Language acquisition, particularly
academic language, boosts achievement. The presenter will explore
how language acquisition fosters cognitive consistency in core subjects
for ELL learners, offering practical strategies to enhance language
acquisition and cognitive alignment.

Bio: Asia Mapp, experienced educator specializing in empowering
children’s learning abilities and guiding parents. Committed to fostering
cognitive consistency and equitable learning outcomes for ELLs in the
UAE.

Name: Mardani, Mahdi

Title: Impact of task on speaking performance

Schedule: ' Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-111



Type: Discussion Group (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This study examined the effects of different conditions of task planning
and task type on the accuracy of learners' speaking of 80 female
participants who were were divided in four groups.

Bio: Mahdi Mardani is assistant professor of ELT in Iran. He is also the
CEO of a private language institute that conducts TEFL, teacher
training and IELTS courses.

Name: Marzouki, Sameh

Title: Adapting Change Through Green& Life Skills

Schedule: Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:30 PM, HUB-112

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | In an increasing changing world, many educators overlook the critical
link between environmental health and human well-being. This
presentation explores how educators can bridge this gap by weaving
green skills and life skills into the curriculum. We'll discuss practical
strategies to empower students to become responsible citizens locally
and globally.

Bio: Sameh Marzouki is a Tunisian Senior Teacher and Cambridge certified
Trainer, who has been practicing TEFL for twenty years in Tunisia and
abroad. She delivered various workshops and presentations
worldwide.

Name: Mathew, Dr Binu James & Mathew, Soji Binu

Title: Andragogy Unveiled: Rethinking Education Beyond Pedagogy

Schedule: | Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-118

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Many experienced educators involved in adult education use
conventional pedagogical theories that deal with how children learn,
and not necessarily consider the characteristics of adult learners. The
presenters will explore concepts of ‘andragogy’ — adult-learning theory
— and its key tenets in an adult learning environment in Oman.

Bios: Dr Binu James Mathew is the Career Development Manager at

National Finance, Oman. He has over 28 years’ teaching and training
experience. Qualifications: PhD, MPhil, MBA, MA and CELTA.

Ms Soji Binu Mathew is a Senior Lecturer, School of Foundation at
National University of Science and Technology, Oman. She has over
20 years’ teaching experience. Qualifications: MSc, BEd.




Name: Mathew, Yevette

Title: MALL as a Gamification Approach

Schedule: | Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-120

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | Digitalization and innovation in education, prepare students for success
in the digital age. The workshop aims to introduce impact of digital
affordances, by implementing Mobile Assisted language learning
(MALL) in college classrooms, which can substantially promote
collaborative and responsive learning within a gamified framework.

Bio: Yevette Mathew is an accomplished educator with a wealth of
experience spanning 29 years. She has presented papers at both
National and International levels which is a significant achievement and
contributes to her professional development.

Name: McCoy, Jennifer & Wren, Judy

Title: Cultivating Critical Thinkers Beyond Al in Education

Schedule: ' Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM, HUB-120

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The presenters will introduce a technigue designed to promote critical
thinking and analysis at key points in the research and writing process.
Participants will learn how to integrate this technique into existing
projects to foster student ownership, combat Al interference, and
provide authentic assessment of student learning.

Bios: Jennifer McCoy (MA TESOL) is an EAP/ESP educator at Sultan
Qaboos University, focused on developing teacher and student skills in
the age of Al
Judy Wren (MA TESOL, Delta), an experienced EAP educator at
Sultan Qaboos University, specializes in incorporating educational
technologies with innovative teaching methodologies, exploring the
impact of Al on curriculum development.

Name: McCoy, Jennifer & Wren, Judy

Title: Generative Al: New Frontiers in Lesson Creation

Schedule: ' Saturday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-119

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | Explore the capabilities of Generative Al as a material writing

consultant. Guided step-by-step, participants will utilize Generative Al
to create a comprehensive language lesson aligned with their teaching



Bios:

objectives and student needs. Gain practical experience and leave with
skills to efficiently utilize Al for quick and effective lesson material
creation.

Jennifer McCoy (MA TESOL) is an EAP/ESP educator at Sultan
Qaboos University, focused on developing teacher and student skills in
the age of Al.

Judy Wren (MA TESOL, Delta), an experienced EAP educator at
Sultan Qaboos University, specializes in incorporating educational
technologies with innovative teaching methodologies, exploring the
impact of Al on curriculum development.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Memon, Shumaila

Stylistic analysis for gender-neutral language
Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-101
Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This study explores the influence of gender-neutral language in Sindh's
English textbooks. Employing Sarah Mills' (1995) model, the linguistic
content is analyzed to unveil the use of inclusive language for
promoting gender equity. The findings underscore the existing gender
representation in ESL materials, emphasizing the imperative to
enhance inclusivity in

Dr. Shumaila Memon is the Director of the Centre of English Language
and Linguistics where she leads with a commitment to advancing the
field of linguistics and English Language learning. She also serves as
the Chairperson of the Sindh Province English Textbook Review
Committee, playing a pivotal role in shaping the curriculum and
ensuring the highest standards of English education in the region. She
completed her doctorate in Applied Linguistics in England and later
specialized in Higher Education Administration as a Fulbright
Humphrey Fellow at Penn State, USA. During her time in the United
States, she worked with the Press of Penn State University and was
affiliated with the Linguistic Society of America. More recently, she
completed a fellowship in the Women’s Leadership Program at
Michigan State University, enhancing her skills in leadership within
academic settings.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:

Milad, Marine
The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Education:
Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM, HUB-119

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)



Abstract:

Bio:

The presenter is posing some fundamental questions related to the
nature of Al-based applications, such as personalized learning and
intelligent tutoring systems discussing the possibility of integrating Al in
teaching practices. The participants will be encouraged to share their
perceptions and attitude towards Al tools and applications.

Local Dean of Faculty of Language Studies, Arab Open University
Kuwait. General Course Chair of Exploring Grammar in Contexts,
Academic Writing and TEFL Course. Research interests include Al
applications Methodology

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Mirzayeva, Zulhumor, Sarimsakova, Dilafruz, & Holmatova,
Mahbuba

Online Collaborative Learning through Padlet
Saturday, 1:30 PM - 2:00 PM, HUB-107
Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

This presentation supports online cooperative learning through the use
of Padlet in higher education. Attendees will interact collaboratively on
some of the tasks created on Padlet to have a clear understanding of
this tool. Then, they will be guided to create their own boards on
Padlet.

Zulhumor Mirzayeva, Lecturer of Navoi Innovation University.

Dr.Dilafruz Sarimsakova, Associate Professor at Namangan State
University, Uzbekistan

Mahbuba Holmatova, ELT Instructor at Namangan State University

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Mishriki, Afaf & Demian, Amani
Nurturing Teacher Wellbeing Amidst Stress and Burnout

Saturday, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

In this presentation, we will discuss the significance of teachers’ well-
being, the most serious impediments to teachers’ well-being, and
suggest some versatile coping strategies that can help support
teachers and promote their state for the sake of enhancing their sense
of fulfillment, teaching performance, their students’ well-being, and
learning experiences.

English Language Senior Instructor in at The American University in
Cairo. Has been teaching English for Academic Purposes for 35 years,
with special interests in assessment and material development.



English Language Senior Instructor 2 at The American University in
Cairo. Has taught Intensive English and Academic English for 37
years. Has special interests in materials development, motivation, and
co-curricular activities.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Mitchell, Connie

Microcredentialing and Digital Badges Support Lifelong Learning
Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-115

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This session will present the initial findings of implementing digital tools
for professional development that will recognize the achievements of
faculty, students, and staff. Microcredentials and digital badges support
their growth and lifelong learning skills that are needed in this digital
world.

Dr. Connie Mitchell, PFHEA currently holds two positions at Prince
Sultan University: Vice Dean of the College of Humanities and Director
of the Teaching and Learning Center. She is also a Principal Fellow of
the Higher Education Academy (PFHEA). Dr. Mitchell has 22+ years of
teaching experience in the United States and in the Middle East and
has taught English as a Second or Foreign Language courses, TEFL
courses, and Linguistic courses. She is a reviewer for NCAAA,
TESOL/CAEP, and SAQF. Her research interest lies in professional
development and quality assurance in higher education, program
assessment, accreditation, linguistics, TESOL, TEFL, teacher training,
and formative/summative assessment styles.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Mollaei, Hoda

An ‘Unusual’ Approach to Automated Formative Feedback
Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-120
Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Our software offers writer-students feedback following an ‘unusual’
approach. Unlike traditional AWE tools, Auto-Peer highlights ‘unusual’
elements in texts rather than highlighting errors. Therefore, students
are prompted to modify their text or justify their choices. Our findings
suggest that Auto-Peer’s approach can be an effective indicator of
student writing quality.

Graduate student of the MA TESOL program at the American
University of Sharjah.

Name:

Mote, Neeraja



Title: Integrating Sustainable Development Goals in Language classroom

Schedule: ' Saturday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-118

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Sustainable Development Goal 4 emphasises the role of education as
a tool for positive change, fostering a sustainable and equitable world
by ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education. The presenter
will explain how English language teachers can implement this goal
with meaningful activities by using examples from four language skills.

Bio: Ms. Neeraja Mote, Lecturer of English at UTAS in Muscat. Published
journal articles in peer-reviewed journals. Her research focuses on
learner autonomy, and she is scheduled to receive her PhD in 2024.

Name: Msllam, Oubab

Title: Improving Willingness to communicate through Improvisation

Schedule: ' Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | This research project investigates the potential advantages of
incorporating drama-based approaches (DBA) into (EFL) instruction. It
focuses on enhancing listening and speaking skills in addition to the
willingness to communicate (WTC) among intermediate pre-
undergraduate students in the New Generation Academy Department
(NGA) at the American University of Central Asia.

Bio: | am Oubab Msllam; a Syrian EFL instructor at the University of Central
Asia and a MATEFL graduate from the American University of
Armenia.

Name: Mukhamedjanova, Sitorabegim & Khalimova, Mashraboy

Title: Creating practical activities for multi-level students

Schedule: ' Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-107

Type: Discussion Group (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Creating practical activities to mixed-ability students allow the teachers

the opportunity to work with learners. Presentation concerns behind
various approaches to teaching new skills, and cascades with
instructional strategies that expand students’ talk time, needs in large
classless with multiple language levels, different interests and mitigate
a heavy teaching load.



Bios: Mukhamedjanova Sitorabegim Doctor of Philosophy in Pedagogical
Sciences and Associate Professor of "Foreign Languages" department
at Bukhara Engineering Technological Institute
Mashraboy Khalimova Doctor of Science in Psychology, Professor.
Head of the department of "Psychology and Pedagogy"

Name: Musaeva, Zebokhon

Title: Teaching to say No without feeling guilty

Schedule: Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-113

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Current presentation aims at teaching speech act of Refusal to EFL
learners that helps to improve communicative, pragmatic and social
skills and provides them both theoretical and practical information in
making polite refusals.Participants are expected to make their refusal
in different context practically for lesson objectives.

Bio: Zebokhon Muzaffarovna Musaeva, Senior Lecturer at Uzbekistan State
University of world languages, has more than 10 years of
experience,author of 40 scientific articles, manuals, currently doinga
research on methodoly

Name: Mustafa, Ghassoub

Title: Book signing Session by the Author.

Schedule: Saturday, 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM, HUB-114

Type: Workshop and Book Signing (90 minutes)

Abstract: | Book Signing Session by the Author Ghassoub Mustafa of his two
books; “Ashes of a lost country...”, & “ My English language
Journey...”. The first describes 100 years of hostilities in Palestine. The
second describes the author’s struggle to master the English language
to rise to become professor and author.

Bio: Ghassoub is an Associate Professor of General Studies and Author.
He has already published two books and is writing a third. Ghassoub
campaigns to reawaken the dormant Reading Habit

Name: Nafa, Mahmoud Sultan

Title: Designing and Providing Effective Feedback

Schedule: | Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-113

Type:

Discussion Group (45 minutes)



Abstract:

This paper explores various definitions and types of the feedback
concept along with its impacts on the educational processes.
Furthermore, it points out the most effective techniques and manners
of giving feedback keeping in mind the negative and the positive main
strategies; in addition to, the characteristics of feedback providers.

Bio: Mahmoud Sultan Nafa is a Lecturer at the CUCA in Ajman. He has a
master degree in TESOL from BUID and Birmingham Universities and
3 British Council Train the trainer Certificates. He has the ACG & ALB
American International Toastmasters.

Name: Nazir, Najia

Title: An Experiential Al-Embracing Pedagogy for EFL

Schedule: | Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-117

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This ongoing research employs Kolb's learning cycle in an
undergraduate EFL writing course focusing on mitigating Al
overreliance. It offers engagement with Al tools while scrutinizing their
applicability and limitations, and it cultivates reflective practices through
authentic, meaningful hands-on assignments. Preliminary results
indicate enhanced student engagement and improved writing skKills.

Bio: Najia Nazir is a lecturer at Yanbu Industrial College, KSA, and a PhD
student at Texas Tech University, USA. Her research interests include
inclusive instruction, digital activism, and media rhetoric.

Name: Neshawy, Mahmoud Salah

Title: Using Instagram as a Flipped Classroom

Schedule: ' Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM, HUB-107

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | This session explores the innovative integration of a flipped classroom
strategy with Instagram to engage students, specifically tailored for
those who want to become teacherpreneurs. By leveraging Instagram's
visual features, teachers can create an immersive and interactive
learning experience.

Bio: This is Mahmoud Neshawy, a lecturer of English and digital content
creator. | am currently pursuing a Doctorate of Education degree.
Furthermore, | hold a Master of Education from American International

Name: Nishanbayeva, Nozima

Title: No more traditional testing!



Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Saturday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-112
Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Using PowerPoint sport-based games (PPSG) is a great tool to
substitute traditional tests full of stress and pressure. This session
delves into practical applications, providing insights into integrating
PPSBG to have stress-free, competitive, and engaging language
learning.

Nozima Nishanbayeva is a 25-year-old senior master's student at
NAMSIFL, an educator with 7 years of experience in teaching ESL to
students of different ages and levels.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Olimshoeva, Makhfirat

Enhancing Intercultural Competence in Multicultural Educational
Setting

Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-112
Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

The study examines the importance of intercultural competence in
promoting student success at the University of Central Asia, a regional
university with campuses in three neighbouring countries. By
incorporating intercultural education, students can develop the global
skills needed to navigate diverse environments and communicate
effectively across cultures, which is crucial

Makhfirat Olimshoeva is a faculty member at the University of Central
Asia teaching English for Academic purposes and currently completing
her PhD studies in Interdisciplinary Studies (Education,
Sociology/Anthropology and Languages) at Simon Fraser University,
Canada.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Papyan, Anush

Smart Listening: Navigating Effective Strategies
Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:30 PM, HUB-114
Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Which do you think is more difficult; in-class or real-life listening? How
often do your learners encounter challenges during listening activities?
rnThe presenter will uncover the reasons why listening can be a tricky
activity and share practical strategies to empower learners, equipping
them with tools needed for effective listening.

Anush Papyan, an EFL teacher, mentor and content developer,
holding a TEFL certificate from American University of Armenia. She is



currently facilitating Online Teacher Community groups at British
Council Armenia.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Pathippallil Mathew, Dr. Binu

ChatGPT for Enhancing Learner Autonomy: Student Perspectives
Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-114

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This presentation explores the perspectives of EFL (English as a
Foreign Language) learners on using ChatGPT to enhance learner
autonomy. By examining the experiences and opinions of EFL
learners, this session aims to shed light on the affordances and
challenges of using Al technologies in promoting independent
language learning.

Dr Binu Pathippallil is an ESBB (English Scholars Beyond Boarders)
member and currently works at the English Language Centre of the
University of Technology and Applied Sciences —Al Mussanah, Oman.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Pulatova, Durdona & Abdurakhimova, Nigora
Corpus based approach in ESP classrooms
Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-117
Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

In today's globalized world, effective communication is crucial for
professionals in any field. English for Specific Purposes (ESP) focuses
on equipping students with the language skills necessary to succeed in
their respective professions. This proposal seeks to explore the
implementation of a corpus-based approach in teaching ESP students,
with the

Dr.Durdona Pulatova is an experienced and enthusiastic ESP/EMI/ESL
instructor and teacher trainer having worked at TSPU as an Associate
Professor since 2013. Durdona is also a prolific producer of ESL/ESP
materials

Nigora B. Abdurakhimova, ESL teacher and group facilitator for the
project «Future English in Uzbekistan: Pathways to Excellence". She
holds an MA in Arts of Innovation and Education from Webster
University.

Name:

Title:

Pulatova, Durdona, Abdullaeva, Barno, & Nasriddinov, Dilshod

Developing ESP materials for Math Students



Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-115
Discussion Group (45 minutes)

Many math students pursue careers in fields where English is the
primary language of communication, such as academia, research
institutions, or multinational corporations. Tailored ESP material equips
them with the language skills necessary to succeed in these
professional environments, ensuring they are well-prepared for future
career opportunities.

Ph.D. and an associate professor and Durdona Pulatova is an ESP/
EFL and CELTA holder teacher. Her research is " Developing
professional communicative competencies of ESP students based on
Corpus-based approach.

Professor Abdullaeva Barno is a vice-rector for scientific affairs and
innovations at Tashkent State Pedagogical University. She has
published more than 40 books and manuscripts on teaching
mathematics and methodology,pedagogy.

Dr. Dilshod Nasriddinov has been teaching as a lecturer and instructor
on ESP and EFL facilitator. He has done his research work in the
philological science sphere of literature based on

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Pulatova, Durdona & Jumanazarov, Umid
Impact of Scaffolding on Primary English
Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-121
Discussion Group (45 minutes)

English language acquisition (ELA) in primary school lays the
foundation for future literacy and communication skills. However,
young learners often face challenges in grasping complex grammatical
structures and vocabulary. Scaffolding methods have emerged as a
promising approach to support students in their English language
development (Padmadewi, 2019).

Associate Professor Durdona Pulatova has taught as an EMI, ESP,
and EFL facilitator with certified CELTA, TESOL, and TEFL certificates.
Her doctoral dissertation is connected to corpus-based approach.

Umid Jumanazarov has been working as an associate professor and a
dean of primary school education at Jizzakh State Pedagogical
University. He has published more than 50 articles and manuscripts,
textbooks

Name:

Title:

Ramazonova, Zebuniso

Language as a Pathway to Cultural Exploration



Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-113
Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

This presentation aims to explore the significant role of language
instruction in teaching culture and enhancing cultural awareness. It will
provide insights into the effective methods, strategies, and resources
that educators can employ to integrate culture into language lessons
and create a rich and immersive cultural learning environment.

Zebuniso Yashinovna Ramazonova, senior lecturer at Uzbekistan
State World Languages University, has more than 10 years of teaching
experience. Currently, is doing research on Cultural Studies and
Cognitive Linguistics, the author of about 30 scientific articles

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Roberts, Claire, Broodhuys, Jochem, & Shahid, Barira
The Sustainable Development Goal’s framework and EAP
Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-119
Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

The Sustainability Development Goal’s curriculum framework develops
academic English language proficiency by promoting global issues to
engage learners in interdisciplinary learning and collaboration on real-
world problems. This session will explore strategies to contextualize
the curriculum to encourage active inquiry and develop learners'
language skills through the lens of sustainable development.

Claire Roberts is Director of the Global Pathways Centre, Programme
Leader for the International Year Zero programme, Senior Lecturer of
EAP and Academic Practice Officer at De Montfort University Dubai.

Jochem Broodhuys is an EAP lecturer and Module Leader on De
Montfort University Dubai’s foundation programme.

Barira is an EAP Lecturer and Module Leader for the International Year
Zero Programme at De Montfort University Dubai.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Rouhiathar, Mahdi

Stakeholders’ Perspectives on an English Programme Effectiveness
Friday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-120

Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Evaluation plays an important role in curriculum development given the
challenges of organising the teaching and learning environment in an
English-for-Academic-Purposes setting in Oman. The research-
oriented session will focus on several stakeholders’ viewpoints



concerning the efficiency of the English program at the College of
Applied Sciences.

Bio: Dr Mahdi Rouhiathar is currently teaching EFL and acts as the
principal investigator of an approved internally funded research project
at University of Technology and Applied Sciences in Salalah, Oman.

Name: SAYED, RUHINA MUSTAJAB AHMED

Title: Gender Differences in Business and Engineering Students

Schedule: | Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM, HUB-117

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This study explored the metacognitive reading strategy preferences of
Omani learners studying Business and Engineering. The data revealed
similarities and differences between the preferences of both genders.
Finally, the findings will inform curriculum developers and teachers in
developing targeted metacognitive reading strategies to enhance
students’ competence in reading skills.

Bio: Dr Ruhina Ahmed holds an EdD (Doctorate in Education) from the
University of Exeter. She is a lecturer at the University of Technology
and Applied Sciences, Muscat.

Name: Sabry, Nicola

Title: Building Vocabulary for IELTS Test Takers

Schedule:  Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-111

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | Expanding vocabulary is essential for those who want to do well in the
IELTS test. Building vocabulary and using words accurately and
flexibly can be challenging, and teaching vocabulary can pose issues
for instructors to make lessons relevant and engaging. This workshop
provides useful tips and practical activities for classes.

Bio: Nicola (MA TESOL, University of Nottingham) has 20+ years’
experience in teaching, course and curricula design. She works in
Higher Education, and regularly presents workshops on EAP and
IELTS.

Name: Safarova, Dildora & Ortikova, Ezozkhon

Title: TEACHING INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION IN
MONOCULTURAL CLASSROOM

Schedule: Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-112



Type: Discussion Group (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This presentation addresses the challenge of teaching intercultural
communication in monocultural classrooms. Strategies for fostering
understanding and respect across cultural divides will be discussed,
enhancing classroom dynamics and preparing students for diverse
workplaces.

Bios: | am Dildora Safarova and my colleague Ortikova Ezozkhon
Adhamovna are senior teachers at Jizzakh State Pedagogical
University,Uzbekistan.We are going to present about Teaching
Intercultural Communication in a Monocultural Classroom.

Senior Teacher, Lecturer at Foreign Languages Department, Jizzakh
State Pedagogical University

Name: Sagaran, Seetha

Title: Importance of Promoting Teaching Excellence Through Selfcare

Schedule: ' Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM, HUB-113

Type: Discussion Group (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The education field demands excellence and dedication to impart
knowledge to students effectively. The passion this profession
demands puts educators at high risk for compassion fatigue, burnout,
and even early resignation. Self-care is critical for educators to provide
quality education and practical support to students.

Bio: Seetha Sagaran is a Personal Development Trainer, Lifestyle
Consultant and Motivational Speaker with a background in English,
Psychology, Counselling (including Crisis & Trauma Counselling,
(U.K), Hypnotherapy, Metaphor Therapy and Teaching Children with
Special Needs (U.K).

Name: Sajan, Anegha, Majdalawieh, Mona, & Shim, Ji Young

Title: Semantic Distinctiveness in Garden-Path Sentence Processing

Schedule: | Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM, HUB-111

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This project explores how semantic distinctiveness impacts the

comprehension of garden-path sentences among Arabic ESL
speakers. Using eye-tracking methods, we examine whether high
semantic distinctiveness aids sentence processing, aiming to enhance
understanding of language processing mechanisms in L2 learners in
comparison to monolingual speakers.



Bios:

Anegha is a 4th year student at the American University of Sharjah
majoring in English. She is currently working as a research assistant at
the AUS Language Lab.

Mona is a 4th year student at the American University of Sharjah
majoring in English. She is currently working as a research assistant at
the AUS Language Lab.

Dr. Ji Shim is an assistant professor of linguistics at the American
University of Sharjah. Her research focuses on psycholinguistics,
syntax, bilingualism, code-switching and second/foreign language
acquisition.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Sancheti, Pooja
Can Teachers and Learners Use Al Effectively?

Friday, 4:30 PM - 5:00 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792 093
2038 Passcode 987678

Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

In the recent times, there has been a broad acceptance of
incorporating educational technologies into English language teaching
(ELT), with some of these technologies leaning on artificial intelligence
(Al). Teachers and students must learn to engage with them effectively
and ethically to minimize the downsides.

Pooja Sancheti is an experienced lecturer at Center for Preparatory
Studies, SQU. Her research interests include EFL teaching and testing
approaches and using critical thinking skills in the classroom.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Sarimsakova, Dilafruz

How to motivate students to read more?
Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM, Atrium Hub
Poster Session

Home assigned reading is an integral part of academic practice and
any course load. However, teacher educators express frustration for
student noncompliance with assigned reading. This exploratory action
research addresses this issue and shares the findings of how teacher-
researcher improved her students' reading habits and interest in home
reading assignments.

Dr. Dilafruz Sarimsakova, Associate Professor of the Department of
Applied English at Namangan State University, Uzbekistan. Her
research interests include exploratory action research, self study in
ELT.



Name: Sarimsakova, Dilafruz, Mustaeva, Elena, & Tajibaeva, Albina

Title: Write, Reflect, Flourish: EFL Journaling Strategies

Schedule: Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-112

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Explore the transformative power of journaling in EFL writing for 7th
and 8th grades EFL students. Discover how this practice-oriented
session will equip educators with practical strategies to implement
journaling, foster language development, and nurture a love for writing
in English.

Bios: Dilafruz Sarimsakova is an enthusiastic English language educator
with a PhD degree in English linguistics.

Elena Mustaeva is an energetic and goal-focused English language
educator with a Master's degree in English linguistics. She has a
wealth of teaching experience and a passion for educational
development.

Albina Tajibaeva is a goal-focused English language educator.
Experienced teacher trainer.

Name: Saydazimova, Ozoda

Title: Higher Education Teachers’ Experiences with Al-driven

Schedule: | Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-101

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The introduction of Artificial Intelligence has shifted the ‘traditional’
views and practices of educators, especially at the micro level. This
presentation shares findings from research conducted among
Uzbekistani teachers, which sheds light on their perceptions and
experiences. The participants will also obtain practical ideas on the
implementation of Al-driven platforms.

Bio: Ozoda Saydazimova is an EAP lecturer at Central Asian University in
Uzbekistan. Her current professional and research interests focus on
testing and assessment, materials design and computer-assisted
language instruction.

Name: Senior, John & Thompson, Natoya Lulita

Title: Identifying Differences in Al and ESL Writing

Schedule: Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-101



Type: Discussion Group (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Differentiating between English as a Second Language (ESL) student
writing and text generated by artificial intelligence (Al) is challenging,
even with detection tools. The presenters will clearly identify stylistic
differences for educators through parallel comparisons, facilitating a
deeper understanding, fairer assessments, and constructive support
for student use of Al.

Bios: Dr Senior is Canadian with 25 years teaching experience, most
recently in the U.A.E. He is presently coordinating English courses for
a national tertiary institution and researching educational technology.
| am a presenter with Dr. John Senior.

Name: Shah, Muhammad Athar

Title: TESOL Teachers: Fostering Student Motivation and Engagement

Schedule: | Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM, HUB-112

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | L2 motivation tops the list of pedagogical issues in the Gulf. Tracing
the cutting-edge research on L2 motivation — an antecedent to student
engagement and investment in L2 learning, the presenter shares key
motivational strategies for creating a rewarding L2 Learning
Experience while highlighting teachers' role in student
motivation/engagement.

Bio: Currently, an Assistant Professor (TESOL) at Lusail University Qatar,
Muhammad Athar Shah also taught communication skills at University
of Toronto. His research interests include teacher PD, learning
motivation, and composition skills.

Name: Shahid, Ayesha

Title: Al-Powered Writing: Supporting ESL Learners

Schedule: | Saturday, 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

Abstract: | The presentation examines how effectively Al-powered writing aides

help ESL students with language improvement and grammar
correction. Participants will learn about implementation strategies and
how these tools affect language proficiency. In the context of ESL
classrooms, the presenter will highlight case studies and real-world
examples to demonstrate the transforming potential.



Bio: Ayesha Shahid, Senior Lecturer at Social Sciences University of
Ankara and PhD scholar at Cyprus International University, is a TESOL
Methodology graduate from University of Maryland Baltimore Country,
USA

Name: Shahid, Ayesha

Title: AR & VR Integration in Language Teaching

Schedule: | Saturday, 1:30 PM - 2:00 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

Abstract: | Investigate immersive VR and AR in language learning. The integration
of Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR) technologies into
language instruction is covered in this presentation, with an emphasis
on how they can be used to create dynamic and interesting learning
environments. There will be a sharing of helpful

Bio: Ayesha Shahid is a Senior Lecturer at Social Sciences University of
Ankara and PhD scholar in ELT at Cyprus International University. She
is a TESOL Methodology graduate from the University of

Name: Sharma, Devanshi & Coldwell, Sarah

Title: The Teaching of Academic Skills through Metacognition

Schedule: | Saturday, 1:00 PM - 1:45 PM, HUB-120

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Academic skills in Foundation courses can be taught using
metacognition to develop confidence and motivation through individual
and group-work contexts. The presenters will describe how they use
metacognitive techniques to enhance academic and personal success
at Foundation level for international students.

Bios: Devanshi has experience of teaching in higher education sector for
over 20 years. Her expertise is in helping Foundation level students
improve their academic skills and develop confidence through public
speaking.

Sarah Coldwell has worked in Higher Education for the past 15 years
teaching EAP and ESL courses. Sarah is interested in enabling
students to develop motivation to learn.

Name: Shelby, Muhammad

Title: Institutional Behavior Management (IBM): the missing linchpin



Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bio:

Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM, HUB-101
Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

The managing students’ behavior recipe has ingredients other than
teachers’ endeavors to stop bad behavior in class: clear rules,
stakeholders’ involvement, and robust logistics. Let’s discuss these
issues and their solution from the IBM perspective and see a software
which can be used to ease reporting bad and good behavior.

Muhammad Shelby is a teacher and teacher trainer who has trained
thousands of teachers on classroom management for the past 16
years and delivered presentations in five different countries.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Type:
Abstract:

Bios:

Shim, Ji Young, Abouelasaad, Shaymaa, Ben Thaier, Line, &
Khan, Bushra

Codeswitching for Teaching English to Arabic speakers
Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-114
Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

The frequency disparity between definite articles in English and Arabic
leads to Arabic speakers overusing determiners when learning English.
Research on code-switching indicates a consistent preference for the
Arabic determiner, suggesting an asymmetrical selection influenced by
L1 transfer, advocating for a translanguaging approach in EFL
classrooms.

Dr. Ji Shim is an assistant professor of linguistics at the American
University of Sharjah. Her research focuses on psycholinguistics,
syntax, bilingualism, code-switching and second/foreign language
acquisition.

Shaymaa Hesham Abouelasaad is a graduate student in the MA
TESOL program at the American University of Sharjah (AUS) with
previous experience in online English Language teaching.

Line Ben Thaier is a senior student at the American University of
Sharjah, majoring in English language and literature. She is working as
a research assistant at the AUS Language Lab.

Bushra Khalig Khan is a graduate student at American University of
Sharjah, majoring in MA TESOL. She is currently working as a
teaching and research assistant at AUS.

Name:

Title:

Schedule:

Shrestha, Suraj
Teaching of English based on cultural practices

Friday, 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM, HUB-111



Type: Discussion Group (45 minutes)

Abstract: | English for specific purposes can utilize for the formation of education
according to cultural practices inserting local context, practices, and
characters. The presenter will describe how he has taught English in
Nepal using cultural context.

Bio: "I'm Suraj Shrestha, and | recently done masters in English Literature
From Ratna Rajya College. | am passionate in academic career.

Name: Somaiya, Ridhima

Title: Blooket for YLs- useful or useless?

Schedule: Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM, HUB-119

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract:  Games like Blooket are popular in the YL classroom. While learner
engagement is high, is it really an effective way of learning? What can
teachers do to ensure that learners apply their learning while “playing”
and help those who have not “won”? In this session, practical tips will
be shared.

Bio: Ridhima taught at the British Council for 10 years. She is CELTA,
TYLEC, TEPPE and DELTA qualified. As a mom, she understands the
problems faced by parents and teachers alike.

Name: Stalnaker, Zachary & Sheehan, Bryan

Title: ChatGPT for TESOL: Free and Premium Insights

Schedule: Saturday, 4:.00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-114

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract:  Explore ChatGPT's potential in TESOL through our session, covering
both free and premium versions. We'll share practical tips and
innovative strategies for leveraging ChatGPT to enhance language
teaching and learning. Attendees will leave equipped to apply
ChatGPT's features effectively in their educational settings, regardless
of their subscription status.

Bios: Zachary Stalnaker is an English teacher at the Military Technological

College and assists with duties in the College's E-learning department.

Bryan Sheehan currently heads the E-learning department at the
Military Technological College (MTC).

Name:

Tabib, Faiza Mohamed



Title: Cracking the Code: Translating Fresh English Terms

Schedule:  Sunday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-112

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | As English evolves, new lexicons appear in the media context. The
Arabization of these new words poses a challenge for novice
translators. The presenter will review these challenges and discuss
best teaching practices for improving translation instruction, particularly
in media courses, ultimately benefiting students and educators alike.

Bio: English instructor and researcher who has a special interest in
teaching with technology.

Name: Tadjibaeva, Albina & Erkulova, Feruza

Title: Game-Powered Reading:Enhancing Skills Through Play

Schedule: | Friday, 4:00 PM - 4:45 PM, HUB-101

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This sessio examines the use of educational games to enhance
reading skills, addressing both benefits and drawbacks. It aims to
explore how gamification can support literacy acquisition, vocabulary
development, and critical thinking. By presenting proof evidence,
educators can learn to create engaging reading experiences that
accommodate diverse learning styles.

Bios: Albina Tadjibaeva is an EFL teacher with more than 15 years of
experience. She is highly-qualified and enthusiastic professional. She
is interested in classroom-based research and professional
development trainings.

Mrs.Feruza Erkulova is a PhD. senior EFL teacher with more than 20
years of experience. She is highly qualified and enthusiastic in
conducting research among Master students.

Name: Torosyan, Syuzanna

Title: The power of discourse analysis

Schedule: Sunday, 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | This workshop will introduce the study of discourse through practical

analysis of real language in use, considering the linguistic features and
functions of spoken, written, and multi-modal communication. Various
hands-on tools, activities and examples will be provided to explore and



interpret the meaning and relationships within different genres and
contexts.

Bio: Syuzanna Torosyan is a lecturer in BA in E&C program and a
recruitment coordinator in MA TEFL program, at AUA. Her interests lie
in the areas of teacher education, program evaluation, language
assessment, applied linguistics and professional communication. She
has actively been involved in research projects, presented in a number
of local and international conferences.

Name: Turdieva, Matluba & Umarova, Munira

Title: UTILIZING MUSIC TO IMPROVE STUDENTS” WRITING

Schedule: ' Sunday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-118

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | This article is devoted to the usage of different kinds of music genres in
EFL classes to improve the writing skills of the learners. Through
listening to music students create a story and it will be really easy for
them to produce the written language in English.

Bios: Matluba Turdieva is an English teacher at the USWLU. She’s got
married and is the mother of two children. She likes participating in
teaching conferences to improve her professional development.
Umarova Munira Bahodirovna, EFL teacher of the English teaching
methodology department.

Name: Turgunov, Shukhratjon

Title: Effective Language Learning: Implementing Differentiation in
Classroom

Schedule: ' Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM, HUB-112

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | This presentation introduces language educators to differentiated
instruction principles, tailoring teaching to diverse student needs. It
guides through understanding, planning, and applying differentiation in
language classes, focusing on adjusting content, processes, and
outcomes to boost learning for every student.

Bio: From Namangan, Uzbekistan 24 y.o English instructor and PhD
student

Name: Tursunova, Mohira

Title: Enhancing Critical Thinking Skills at High School



Schedule:

Friday, 3:30 PM - 4:00 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792 093
2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | This proposal delves into effective strategies for fostering critical
thinking among high school students learning English as a second
language (ESL). By exploring innovative approaches in ESL
classrooms, attendees will gain insights into promoting analytical skills,
language proficiency, and cross-cultural understanding.

Bio: Mrs.Tursunova Mohira is a young professional. She specializes and is
interested in teaching young learners English as a Second language.

Name: VanderPyl, Gregory

Title: Al and Redesigning Writing Assignments

Schedule: ' Saturday, 2:30 PM - 3:00 PM, HUB-119

Type: Teaching Tip (30 minutes)

Abstract: | Al has posed both obstacles and opportunities for reevaluating
teaching critical thinking and writing across disciplines. Designing
assignments does not follow a prescriptive template; assignment
design should always focus on course learning outcomes. The
presenter will discuss various strategies for redesigning courses in the
Al era.

Bio: Gregory VanderPyl is a Senior Instructor, Department of English,
American University of Sharjah. He teaches WRI 001, WRI 101 and
WRI 102. He has taught English for 25 years.

Name: Warner, Racquel & Sharma, Raj, & Sharma, Devanshi

Title: The Crucible of Late Class Registration

Schedule: | Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-111

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Global trends in university admissions reveal a 4-week late entry
flexibility, raising concerns about academic outcomes for students. The
presenters will share results from a quantitative study, revealing the
correlation of late class enrollment with academic performance, and
present mitigation strategies for late enrollees in foundation programs
in Dubai.

Bios: Dr. Racquel Warner has taught in private and public universities in the

UAE since 2001. Her research interests include education policy and
learner engagement strategies.



Raj Sharma has taught within the secondary, tertiary and higher
education sector for over 25 years. His experience is transnational
having worked in the Australian, UK and UAE education sector.

Devanshi Sharma has experience of teaching in secondary, tertiary,
and higher education sector for over 20 years. Her expertise is in
guiding foundation-level students, focusing particularly on honing their
academic skills

Name: Williams, Jessica & Daina, Julia

Title: Designing Educational Kits for Practical Learning

Schedule: Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-113

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | How to develop academic research and language skills in English
using an ‘educational kit'. The presenters will showcase an interactive
kit designed for arts, science and engineering students.

Bios: Jessica M Williams (Cert.Ed. M.A Linguistics, DELTA) is a teacher and
professional development coordinator based in Muscat, Oman who has
experience working in various learning contexts in the Middle East.
Julia K. Daina (BDesign, M.EdTech, Assoc CIPD), a TESL-qualified
educator from Toronto, Canada based in Muscat, Oman, is inspired by
arts and culture to spark and enhance memorable learning
experiences.

Name: Williams, Wyndell

Title: Building Bridges in TESOL.: Culturally Responsive Strategies

Schedule: | Saturday, 3:00 PM - 3:30 PM, HUB-116 Zoom Room Meeting ID 792
093 2038 Passcode 987678

Type: Zoom Presentation (30 minutes)

Abstract: | Join Wyndell Williams for transformative insights into culturally
responsive TESOL. With extensive international experience, he offers
practical strategies for inclusive, sustainable English language
education, emphasizing the importance of cultural diversity and
multilingual approaches in fostering a connected educational
community.

Bio: Dedicated educator with over a decade of global experience,

specializing in TESOL. Committed to transformative learning and
cross-cultural understanding. Holds an M.Ed. in TESOL and pursuing
an Ed.D.




Name: Yousef, Dima & El-Soussi, Amira

Title: Redesigning Assignments in the Age of Al

Schedule: ' Saturday, 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM, HUB-120

Type: Workshop (60 minutes)

Abstract: | In this workshop, participants will collaborate to design writing
assignments that engage students and promote critical thinking. They
will explore key principles for effective assignment design and address
concerns such as academic integrity and the role of Al in education.
The workshop offers a hands-on approach to redesigning
assessments.

Bios: Dima is currently working at MBZUAI as a learning designer and
pursuing a PhD in Technology Enhanced Learning at Lancaster
University. Her research include engagement, well-being & inclusive
pedagogies.

Amira El-Soussi is currently an English lecturer at American University
of Sharjah and an EdD candidate at the University of Exeter in the UK.

Name: Zargaryan, Tatevik

Title: Games in EFL Learners’ Vocabulary Learning

Schedule: ' Saturday, 2:00 PM - 2:45 PM, HUB-111

Type: Practice-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | The purpose of the current study was to find out the effect of games on
improving Armenian L2 learners’ vocabulary as well as the learners’
attitude towards using the games. The presenter will provide
theoretical background about the topic and present games and their
practical implications in EFL contexts.

Bio: Tatevik Zargaryan earned her BA in the field of TEFL at GSPI in 2008
and MA at AUA in 2011. Currently, she is doing PHD in the field of
methodology.

Name: Zukhriddinova, Maftuna

Title: Cross-Cultural Perceptions of Dysphemisms in Education

Schedule: | Saturday, 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, HUB-117

Type: Research-Oriented Session (45 minutes)

Abstract: | Cross-Cultural Perceptions of Dysphemisms is vital for fostering

cultural sensitivity, enhancing communicative competence, and
navigating intercultural communication. It equips learners and
educators with the understanding necessary to avoid



Bio:

misunderstandings and enriches the teaching and learning experience
by addressing the nuanced use of language across cultures.

Zukhriddinova Maftuna Sirojiddin gizi is a PhD student and teacher at

the Andijan State Institute of Foreign Languages. Her research topic is
‘Linguostylistic and Communicative-Pragmatic Study of Dysphemisms
in the English and Uzbek Languages.'
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